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Summer Missions in Guatemala

uring the summer Ashton went on a mission trip with Freedom Church to
Casa Shalom Orphanage in St. Lucas, Guatemala. The trip was sponsored by
her friends and family. “Before our trip we raised money to buy the children
shoes and to build a water filtration system for the orphanage and the nearby
village. We took the children to the nearest Payless Shoe Store, where
each child received 2 pairs of shoes, plus an extra 50 pairs of shoes
were purchased. We went to the nearby village and handed out bags
full of rice, beans, and sugar while playing soccer and other games
with the children in the village. We also threw a luau party, a bonfire,
a game night, and led a church service for the orphanage.”
The group worked two days to start a water filtration system by
tearing down a building so the next church group could install it. “On
the very last full day, we had an opportunity to visit Antigua, Guatemala and shop at their market. My favorite part was spending time in
the teenage girls’ house and forming a strong connection with them.
This trip was life changing and I didn’t want to leave all the children.”
Ashton is a junior at Georgia Southern and her major is Early
Childhood Education. “I worked at St. Nicholas Summer Camp for
several summers in the business office and as a camp counselor. I
really enjoy working with kids and I have made many great friends
and connected with St. Nicholas alums while working there the past
few years!”
Photos, top: Freedom Church Group with all shoes that were
purchased for the kids in the orphanage; center: Ashton with
one of the children at the luau; bottom: group at the luau.
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