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Greetings from Vietnam
– – Stacy Kaplan Goldberg ‘82

have many fond memories of my years and the wonderful people at St. Nicholas. It was a place that
encouraged creativity and discovery. I loved learning French with Madame Francoise, researching and
dressing up as historical figures, starting a school newspaper, and playing hopscotch and touch football at
active play. My love of reading had its beginnings at St. Nicholas when we signed summer reading contracts
and began enjoying lots of books!
Life has recently taken me far away from Chattanooga and the United States. My family and I packed up 12
suitcases and left our home in Cleveland, Ohio (a much, much colder and snowier place than Cleveland, TN), and
we are spending six months in Hanoi. My husband, Michael, is a venture capitalist and also an adjunct professor
in the business school at Case Western Reserve University. He received a Fulbright award to teach entrepreneurship at National Economics University in Hanoi for a semester.
When we discussed the idea of living abroad, I told Michael that we had to go to a place that was warm
(key for a snow-ridden Clevelander), safe (non negotiable since we have three kids) and had good food (does that
need explaining?). We wanted an adventure, too. So Hanoi seemed a perfect choice. Fortunately for me, my
boss allowed me to take a leave of absence from my job at Young Audiences, the non-profit where I work as
director of marketing.
We have been here since January 2nd, and in a short few weeks we’ve been able to find an apartment and
move in, get our kids settled in an international school (they love it), and (with some effort!) find peanut butter
and jelly for my picky daughter.
Vietnamese is extraordinarily difficult to pick up, but I am trying and will take classes while I am here, too.
Hanoi is a chaotic and vibrant city. It has a population of nearly 7 million. In the last 15 years practically every
living person here has acquired a moped, so the streets are crammed with exhaust, traffic and honking. There
are virtually no traffic signals or usable sidewalks (they are occupied by street vendors and parked mopeds), so it
is a bit crazy and dangerous taking a walk with our three children, Anna (9), Kate (7) and Matthew (5). We have
learned how to negotiate our way around (single file) and enjoy our outings.
Vietnam is definitely developing – there is a lot of pollution and poverty here. But there has been a massive
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boom in economic growth over the last few years, which is
obvious from all the construction and new tall buildings we
see. It is a city of commerce – there are street vendors in
every nook and cranny. Anything that you might want to buy
in the world is available in Hanoi, and yes, we have seen dog
meat for sale (but we did not partake).
If anyone from the St. Nicholas family is in this part of
the world, please give us a shout: stacykap70@gmail.com.
And check out our blog if you’re interested in more about our
experience: www.clevelandersinhanoi.wordpress.com.

Photos, left page: Kate, Matthew and Anna with Vietnamese flags in the old
quarter of Hanoi. Left to right, top to bottom: The children buying a snack of
grilled corn on the street in Hanoi; Michael and Stacy in front of the oldest temple
in Hanoi. It’s called Tran Quoc and was contracted in the 6th century; This is at
our neighborhood pagoda at the annual festival. Every neighborhood has its own
little pagoda and a festival each year. They dance and sing and get dressed in
traditional costumes; We just got back from spring break, and although this is
not in Vietnam, it is a pretty cool picture of our family at a temple in Siem Reap,
Cambodia.
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